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Part	XXVIII:	Exploring	Winning	We’re	back	with	the	main	move!	Before	we	go	to	Win,	there’s	one	last	thing	to	do.	Nasir	wanted	a	yellow	sapphire	from	Silvanus,	so	we’re	getting	it.	This	is	the	place.	Hell,	let’s	talk	to	the	guy.	It	seems	your	guest	is	a	member	of	the	Forty	Thieves.:	What’s	your	price?	Either	option	works,	but	I	like	the	praetor’s:	I’m	a
praetor	of	the	Aurelian	House.	One	word	and	they	will	take	away	all	your	possessions	and	cast	you	out	as	the	humblest	of	beggars.	Hey.	Thank	you,	loser.	Beautiful.	Back	with	Nasir.	Here	he	is,	greedy	man.	A	thousand	gold,	baby!	Let’s	go	to	Win.	A	lot	has	happened.	Remember	when	Octavia	was	a	humble	apprentice	teacher?	Soundtrack:	Win	Notice
the	symbolism	of	a	city	in	the	sky	that	compares	to	a	suffocating	fungus.	Yes,	definitely	a	siege.	Remember,	this	is	because	Meru	was	caught	digging	into	some	ruins.	Let’s	see	what	the	holy	city	is	like.	Some	men	crucified.	It’s	a	good	sign.	Meru	can	wait.	There’s	plenty	to	see	and	do.	First,	we’ll	talk	to	the	guy	in	the	armor.:	I	haven’t	seen	many
mercenaries	around	here.	Friendly	friend.	I	was	just	curious	to	know	what	brought	you	here,	bro.:	Do	you	really	believe	that?	Dude,	I	have	learned	some	things	that	will	make	you	change	your	mind	(but	the	game	won’t	let	me	tell	you).:	What	are	you	talking	about?	I	still	haven’t	seen	the	gods	lift	a	finger	to	help	anyone.	At	best	they’re	indifferent.	ok
boomer	There’s	a	guy	named	Pancreas	--	I	mean,	Pancratius	--	in	the	building	next	to	the	old	couple.	Time	for	Theological	Debate:	What	is	the	nature	of	the	Gods?:	The	Gods	demand	a	lot	but	give	us	very	little.:	I	don’t	know	what	to	believe.	After	all	we	have	experienced?:	No.:	The	false	lords?	It’s	nice	to	talk	to	you.	Winning	looks	smaller	than	Teron,
but	as	you	saw	at	the	opening,	it	is	organized	into	levels.	we	are	at	the	lowest	level,	which	is	naturally	called	Lowtown.	It’s	a	good	place.	The	former	headquarters	of	the	Boatmen	of	Styx.	Theological	debate,	part	2.	This	sounds	like	a	It’s	time	to	stick	your	nose	in.:	What	makes	you	think	the	essence	was	divine,	brother?:	We	don’t	know.	We	don’t	know
exactly	what	the	Magi	brought	to	our	plane.	You	said	the	essence	was	divine,	but	what	proof	do	you	offer?:	Why	did	they	come	to	our	aid	and	leave	so	abruptly,	leaving	nothing	but	ruins?	They	tell	us	it’s	because	we	turned	our	back	on	them,	which	doesn’t	tell	us	anything.	I	like	the	writing	of	this	game,	but	this	is	almost	a	copy/paste	of	the	first
sentence	two	screens	ago.	What	happened?	Oh,	good.	We	tried.	What	is	this?:	Does	it	happen	often?:	What	kind	of	plague	is	it?:	How	do	you	know	it’s	a	plague?	Hair	loss	and	blood	vomiting	are	also	symptoms	of	acute	radiation	syndrome.:	So	what’s	the	plan?:	I’m	going	into	alchemy.	Maybe	I	can	help.	Damn	it!	Streetwise	is	a	little	bit	taller,	so	we’ll
get	on	with	that.	Ugggh.	The	photo	shows	Octavia	down	a	staircase,	but	it	doesn’t	matter.	Fortunately,	we	have	the	knowledge	to	relieve	radiation	sickness.	We’ll	check	it	out	much	later.	This	is	Hector.	Hector	is	important	in	another	mission,	but	for	now	he’s	there.	As	in	Maadoran,	we	can	pay	one	of	the	locals	to	act	as	a	guide:	Tell	me	about	the	city.
Did	you	say	dirigibles?:	dirigibles?	It	seems	that	the	Magi	invented	the	zeppelins.:	Wait,	did	the	Magi	build	the	castle?	I	thought	House	Crassus	had	done	it.:	What	about	the	crosses?:	Tell	me	about	Lord	Meru.	Meru	has	become	Pope,	it	seems.:	Tell	me	about	the	local	guilds.	Everyone	has	been	intimidated	by	the	fanatics.	Maybe	Meru	is	more
dangerous	than	I	thought.	I’m	looking	for	Gaius	Laevinus.:	I’m	looking	for	Ezra,	the	merchant.	That’s	all	the	information	we	can	get.	There’s	a	staircase	near	the	front	door.	Inside	the	building...	That	breaks	him.	This	man	is	coming	with	me.	Poor	man.	You	have	no	idea	who	you’re	up	against.	Three	against	one,	but	this	fight	is	a	joke.	A	Heights,	I’m
evading	almost	every	attack	and	land	that	can’t	pass	through	my	armor.	The	only	theoretical	danger	is	the	crossbow,	but	like	I	said,	he	can	hardly	strike.	strike.	Extortion,	but	with	a	fair	taste.	One	last	person	to	talk	to	in	Lowtown,	standing	next	to	a	pile	of	skulls.	We	should	probably	follow	the	game.:	I	follow	Brother	Meru’s	teachings.	I	came	to	see
Ganezzar	to	hear	him	speak.	Smile	and	nod...:	Are	there	many	unbelievers	here?	Wow,	I	think	I	hear	my	mother	calling	me	or	something...	Next	Time:	Philosophy	101	I’ve	been	trying	to	invest	deeply	in	this	RPG.	I	finished	the	game	as	a	merchant	and	as	a	mercenary	taking	sides	with	assassins	and	got	4	finals.	The	most	polarizing	element	of	the	game
is	the	choice	of	the	developers	to	turn	your	hero	into	an	isolated	character	who	cannot	perform	iall	missions	no	matter	which	path	he	takes.	Several	times	in	the	game	that	means	you	are	forced	to	skip	a	lot	of	missions	because	you	lose	the	statistical	controls.	The	wrestling	system	can	be	very	frustrating	and	it	took	me	a	long	time	to	get	used	to	it.	And
I	only	did	it	because	I	had	chosen	a	character	specialized	in	wrestling.	So	it’s	not	like	Fallout	where	you	can	be	good	talking	and	fighting.	Endings	also	feel	ungratifying	because	you	often	feel	like	you’re	not	achieving	something	big,	Eva,	although	the	developers	stated	that	it’s	meant	because	you’re	an	ordinary	person	in	a	decadent	world.	The	game
has	been	described	as	an	experiment	and	I	think	that’s	what	it	was.	I’m	not	sure	I	could	play	several	rpgs	like	Age	of	Decadence.	I	didn’t	have	a	horrible	or	amazing	experience.	It’s	an	awesome	game	that	reminded	me	a	lot	to	a	book	of	“Choose	Your	Own	Adventure”.	I	also	liked	how	you’re	not	a	hero	or	someone	particularly	strong	than	anyone.	You
have	to	prepare	for	batman	to	win	matches.	However,	the	skill	checks	are	quite	strict	and	you	really	have	to	play	as	the	creator	imagined	it	to	play	in	certain	ways.	If	you’re	going	to	commit	to	choice	and	consequences,	you	shouldn’t	have	to	every	mission	and	part	of	the	game.	Developers	tend	to	opt	out	because	they	want	everyone	to	see	the	content
they	put	money	on	and	Hours	on.	What	Aod	did	is	quite	rare	and	it's	nice	to	see	someone.	To	have	really	significant	consequences	and	reactivity	you	can	not	end	up	doing	all	the	same	content	as	all	others.	That	is	the	point.	Players	often	complain	about	the	lack	of	significant	consequences,	affirming	that	if	you	choose	A	or	B,	you	still	end	up	on	the
same	path.	For	many	games	that	is	true	because	budgets	do	not	allow	a	large	part	of	your	game	to	be	designed	that	some	will	never	see.	The	era	of	decadence	is	a	shorter	game,	but	it	goes	in	the	opposite	direction,	and	I	applaud	it	for	doing	it.	The	combat	is	more	or	less	the	same.	The	game	expects	you	to	behave	like	your	character.	A	merchant
should	probably	avoid	combat	as	much	as	possible,	as	well	as	most	of	us	in	this	forum,	we	would	avoid	in	real	life.	Why	because	we	are	not	trained	soldiers.	If	you	make	pretor,	on	the	other	hand,	then	you	have	passed	your	life	training	for	combat.	It	is	not	a	fantasy	of	power	at	all	and	I	love	it	for	that.	There	is	no	reason	for	a	game	to	empower	the
player,	that's	just	a	masturbatory	practice.	If	we	really	want	to	try	to	raise	the	medium	then	the	works	must	follow	the	example.	For	example,	Pathologic	prevents	the	player	from	saving	everyone,	take	all	the	missions	or	is	really	safe.	It	is	a	practicing	practice	with	purpose	to	avoid	the	fantasy	of	the	Hero.	I	wish	I	could	enter	the	game	but	it	is	not
really	intuitive	to	play,	I	hated	the	color	palette	used	and	I	simply	could	not	enter	into	it	after	2-3	hours	Age	of	Decadence	is	a	damn	jewel	of	a	game,	One	that	requires	you	to	commit	each	decision.	The	fucking	iron	tower	nailed	it	and	I	can	not	wait	to	see	what	they	do	with	Colony	Ship	Lanzame	in	the	opposite	field	that	absolutely	loved	Aod.	Even
combat	grew	in	me	at	the	end	of	the	game.	And	as	others	have	said,	it	is	supposed	that	you	can	not	do	everything	with	a	single	Defeat	the	purpose	of	your	system	of	consequences	and	action.	I	put	29	hours	into	it	and	it	looks	like	it’s	time.	Put	in	a	few	more.	Not	being	able	to	play	all	missions	is	one	of	the	few	ways	role-playing	games	can	make	your
choices	feel	meaningful	and	have	contextualized	consequences	beyond	the	statistics	and	beyond.	The	age	of	decadence	is	compromised,	and	it’s	part	of	what	makes	your	approach	to	classes	and	choices	so	effective,	it’s	a	game	that’s	probably	much	more	of	a	pure	RPG	than	most	games	that	call	themselves	these	days	of	RPG.	I	mean,	everything	you
mentioned	in	the	OP	sounds	pretty	good,	like	what	an	RPG	should	look	like.	If	you	want	an	RPG	where	you	are	almost	never	locked	from	missions	and	can	easily	be	a	cat	of	all	operations,	there	is	plenty	to	choose	from.	Last	edited:	June	9,	2019	Is	this	a	game	where	you	can	avoid	all	the	fights	or	are	you	forced	to	enter	them?	Is	this	a	game	where	you
can	avoid	all	the	fights	or	are	you	forced	to	enter	them?	You	can	avoid	the	fight	altogether,	but	some	origins,	such	as	a	killer,	start	tied	to	the	STYX	boatmen	and	will	do	it	with	a	fight	initially.	Although	you	have	plenty	of	opportunities	to	leave,	betray	and	change	factions.	Is	this	a	game	where	you	can	avoid	all	the	fights	or	are	you	forced	to	enter
them?	Absolutely,	here	are	some	old	screenshots	that	used	to	describe	the	game	in	the	old	place	of	the	character	sheets	in	the	game	of	my	killer’s	characters,	vs	one	of	my	Loremaster	races	and	those	two	deaths	were	from	out-of-combat	decisions,	which	I	could	have	avoided	if	I	wanted	to.	And	here’s	a	sample	of	how	an	event	that	would	be	a	forced
combat	match	can	work	if	you’re	performing	a	non-combat	compilation:	you	can	avoid	the	fight	altogether,	but	some	funds,	like	a	killer,	start	to	tie	to	Styx’s	boatings	and	will	make	you	do	some	combat	initially.	Although	you	have	plenty	of	opportunities	to	quit,	betray	and	change	Absolutely,	here	are	some	old	screenshots	that	used	to	describe	the
game	in	the	old	place	of	the	endGame	character	sheets	for	one	of	my	killer	races	vs.	one	of	my	Loremaster	races	and	those	two	deaths	were	out-of-combat	decisions,	which	I	could	Avoided	if	I	wanted.	And	here	is	a	sample	of	how	an	event	that	would	be	a	forced	combat	encounter	can	work	if	you	are	doing	a	compilation	without	combat:	this	is	what	I
wanted	to	hear,	sold	sold
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