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If	someone	has	thought	that	the	short	story	as	a	form	had	been	relegated	to	the	pages	of	female	magazines	(no	lack	of	respect)	-	think	again.	A	genre	that	has	always	been	a	supporter	of	Stalwart	and	the	short	shape	encourager	is	sci-fi.	So	when	you	take	a	collection	of	science	fiction	shorts,	you	know	that	you	will	have	as	many	profoundness	and
philosophy	that	cause	thought	as	any	similar	novel.	Add	to	which	the	intrigue	to	see	how	the	concepts	approach	from	someone	from	China	that	Ã	¢	â,¬	"to	be	polite	Ã	¢	â,¬"	has	a	vision	of	the	world	a	little	different	in	many	ways	for	the	rest	of	the	Planet	...	and	add	an	author	who	is	not	just	a	best	seller	in	her	country	of	origin,	but	has	the	distinction
of	having	produced	SF	never	translated	work	to	win	the	HugoÃ	¢	â,¬	|	|	This	was	good!	I'm	sure	the	cynicals	are	already	waiting	for	me	to	counter	that	last	sentence,	with	a	'ma'Ã	¢	â,¬	|	Character	to	disappoint.	There	is	no	"but".	This	is	a	seriously	good	writing	and	highly	fun	reading.	A	revision	of	the	Guardian	mentioned	on	the	cover	describes	it	as
SF	in	the	great	style	-	and	if	I	have	a	warning	that	would	have	been.	This	is	very	"great	style"	science	fiction,	which	is	to	say	that	it	is	entirely	focused	on	science	fiction,	pushing	it	to	where	it	could	go.	Heavy	on	philosophy	(although	not	dense)	and	for	my	mind	unfortunately	light	on	the	real	personal	drama.	The	stories	are	largely	concentrate	the	IFA
thing	|	With	only	marginal	consideration	as	the	'then	what	would	have	played	very	personal.	Reading	the	stories	I	had	America	from	the	1950s.	Then,	American	SF	was	really	reacting	to	the	perceived	threat	of	communism.	Here	I	feel	that	a	Chinese	SF	reacts	a	lot	with	the	fall	of	its	history	and	its	future	perceived	in	a	world	that	is	sacked.	Of	all
literary	genres,	I	always	thought	that	SF	is	the	most	politically	engaged.	Cixin	Liu	does	nothing	to	dissuade	me	of	that	point	of	view.	One	last	comment	before	you	finally	get	around	to	tell	stories	...	The	author	began	his	professional	life	as	a	computer	programmer	in	a	power	plant.	We	can	therefore	assume	that	in	reality	he	knows	him	science	of	him.
The	selection	includes	ten	stories,	all	in	length	from	40	to	50	pages.	So	a	little	more	than	a	cafe,	but	surely	benefiting	from	the	ability	to	read	a	story	in	a	single	session.	I	must	confess	to	differ	things	to	read	a	couple	at	a	time.	Throughout	the	entire	it	is	constantly	Liu	-	even	where	we	take	a	view	of	the	first	person	(or	the	first	car),	there	is	a
differentiation	limited	by	the	vehicle.	This	could	make	a	formulaic	approach	-	and	be	honest,	I	think	there	is	a	slightly	drawn	up	feeling	for	some	of	the	stories,	which	could	derive	from	the	disparate	linguistic	forms	that	do	not	actually	carry	out	the	translation	or	could	be	there	in	the	original	deliberately	or	in	other	way.	However,	it's	not	enough	to
ruin	reading.	The	piece	of	the	title	The	wandering	land	imagines	a	distant	future	in	which	the	death	of	the	sun	is	an	imminent	expectation.	He	would	soon	permeate	the	core	of	the	sun,	triggering	a	violent	explosion	called	Elio	Flash.	Later,	the	sun	would	become	a	massive	red	giant	and	burning,	swelling	until	its	diameter	comprised	Earth's	orbit.	This
knowledge	had	been	current	of	380	previous	years,	and	the	timeline	projected	for	the	flash	was	four	hundred	years	old.	A	lot	of	work	was	Donea	|	The	goal	is	to	brake	the	orbit	of	the	earth,	and	therefore	using	huge	energy	generators	send	out	in	the	galaxy	as	a	real	'spaceship	earth',	sling-shotting	around	planets	to	gain	momentum	on	its	way	to	a	new
home	,	a	new	start	around	which	it	can	settle	in	a	new	one	Of	course,	not	everyone	believes	what	they	are	told	|	Mountain	takes	a	mountaineer	guilt	who	could	be	condemned	to	a	life	at	sea,	the	further	from	the	temptations	of	the	mountains	as	he	can	get	only	one	to	put	the	most	bizarre	form	of	imaginable	mountain	in	the	way.	When	the	aliens	arrive
on	earth	earth	Do	it	in	a	massive	ship	that	her	gravitational	shot	draws	a	huge	stationary	wave	out	of	the	ocean.	It	is	difficult	to	read	this	do	not	remember	the	cuts	of	Hukosai	wood.	What	follows	is	really	a	speech	on	the	nature	of	reality	and	perception:	as	our	mountaineer	tries	to	understand	the	history	and	alien	philosophy.	For	me	it	is	where	the
charm	resides	in	this.	The	moral	at	the	end	of	history	is	aimed	at	a	small	tanture	for	my	Western	sensitivity.	It	could	be	more	powerful	in	China.	Normally	I	try	to	avoid	going	story	to	history	in	such	collections,	but	here	it	is	difficult	not	to	do	it,	because	each	one	has	something	to	recommend.	I	can't	help	but	feel	that	every	reader	will	take	something
different,	and	I	don't	want	to	sell	it	short.	So,	let's	go	to	snippet	...	China's	sun	let	me	wonder	if	something	like	the	English	son	/	sun's	homophone	exists	in	Chinese	-	because	if	not,	one	of	the	best	jokes	in	this	semi-satirical	story	will	not	exist	in	its	form	Original.	This	is	the	history	of	Shui	Wah's	life	as	told	through	her	self-improvement	program:	her
very	modern	series	of	life	goals,	who	have	to	do	with	a	world	that	we	can	definitely	recognize,	but	then	take	him	to	Melissimi	Start	rotating	an	ancient	Stephen	Hawking	perfume	through	the	plains	of	an	artificial	satellite	through	the	high-tech	world	cleaning	world.	A	For	the	benefit	of	humanity	takes	us	to	a	particularly	Chinese	version	of	what
elsewhere	could	be	dubbed	hit	men	in	space.	It	seems	we	are	not	to	evolve	beyond	the	practice	of	the	contract	that	kills,	even	if	we	find	many	more	inventive	ways	to	justify	it.	Or	indeed	to	take	it	out	while	we	find	in	the	next	story	of	Story	5.0	which	takes	viral	computer	infection	beyond	infected	machines.	Going	away	from	all	this	destiny	and
obscurity	the	Micro	ERA	offers	a	possible	hope	for	humanity	through	a	combination	of	genetic	engineering	and	genetic	evolution	-	not	the	things	that	feed	us,	but	our	species.	When	the	disaster	hits	the	planet	as	we	all	know	that	it	will	do	it	Ã	¢	â,¬	"and	if	you	don't	do	it,	trust	me,	when	you	are	halfway	through	the	history	of	Liu	of	the	future	you	will
be	converted	-	then	our	best	hope	is	to	survive	with	much	less	than	we	are	used	to.	This	will	be	possible	if	we	are	much	smaller	than	we	are	now.	It	is	a	classic	of	the	SF	fee	that	the	alien	invasion	force	is	so	small	compared	to	humanity	that	we	don't	even	have	the	reduced	Dell	'Arrival.	I	can't	remember	who	wrote	the	original	version	of	that	tribute	-
even	if	I	remember	that	in	the	version	of	Douglas	Adams	the	invaders	are	swept	away	by	a	dog	for	dogs.	Liu	runs	on	his	head	and	imagines	the	human	sizes	That	return	to	earth	after	eras	and	finding	their	miniaturized	species.	Do	you	do	at	the	bottom	of	the	garden?	Devourer	will	dissolve.	The	weakest	of	the	offer	for	my	money.	Say	it	say,	is	another
group	of	aliens	int	Institutions	to	take	what	is	worth	having	from	the	planet	and	move	forward.	Much	more	fun	is	to	take	care	of	God.	I	loved	this.	Once	again,	I	think	you're	probably	not	so	fun	in	the	translated	version	as	it	is	in	the	original,	and	in	particular	as	a	Chinese	bed.	Thus,	so	there	are	so	many	echoes	of	Adams	and	Pratchett	here	that	if	a
laugh-softened	is	not	delivered,	I	challenge	you	to	cross	it	without	at	least	a	permanent	smile.	The	basic	premise	is	that	God	(or	of)	has	(having)	returned	to	the	ground	-	creation.	And	good,	since	we	did,	essentially,	create	you	...	could	you	see	your	way	to	take	care	of	us	for	a	while?	Even	when	I	write	this,	I'm	also	perceiving	a	touch	of	Monty	Python.
I'm	not	saying	more.	It	is	brilliant	and	for	me	to	me	with	the	piece	of	the	title	for	the	strongest	heap.	With	his	eyes	is	a	lament	Ã	¢	â,¬	"for	nature,	for	love	not	paid	...	and	leads	directly	to	Cannonball.	Both	are	focused	on	attempts	to	travel	to	or	through	the	center	of	the	earth,	bringing	to	today	Jules	Verne	Bang.	So	I	know	what	the	guardian	auditor
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