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Since	the	emoji	incantations	to	TokWitch,	the	mysterious,	600-year-old	tarot	emblems	and	magic	books	are	still	resonating	in	the	healthy	©	21st	century.	Clare	Thorp	explores	the	intriguing	world	of	art,	symbolism	and	magic.	Earlier	this	summer,	a	collection	of	Sylvia	Plath's	personal	items	went	up	for	sale	at	Sotheby's.	It	includes	love	letters,	recipe
cards,	a	roll,	family	photos	and	Ted	Hughes'wedding	tracks.	The	dwarves	©	is	sold	for	a	respectable	$38000	(is	$38000)	of	$38000	(is	28000),	but	this	was	a	simple	pocket	change	compared	to	the	most	sought-after	item	in	the	lot:	conv	©	Tarot	team	from	Plath.	Originally	expected	to	fetch	from	$6000	(to	be	4351)	to	$9000	(to	be	6527),	ended	up
going	to	$206886	(to	be	150037).	Here's	how	it	is.	Here's	how-is-is-is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	is	helps	helps	helps	helps	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go	go.It's	no	use.	It's	no	use.	It	is	now.	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;
It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	It's	16A;	16A	16A	16A	16016a	16A	16A	16016a	16A	16A	16A	16016a	16A	160th	Joshua	160;	It's	Joshua	160;	It's	Joshua	160o;	It's	Joshua	160;	It's	Joshua	160o;	Is	Joshua	©	Marseilles,	an	ancient	symbol	of	evil,	Tarot	de	Marseille	deck	was	a	gift	from	Hughes'24th	birthday.	Plath	wrote	in	his
dikes	of	his	desire	to	get	better	at	reading	tarot	in	the	afternoon,	but	played	an	important	role	in	his	art,	too	©	Mm-hmm.	She	references	the	practice	in	her	poem	"With	my	gypsy	ancestor	and	my	strange	luck/	And	my	Taroc	pack	and	my	Taroc	Pack"),	while	the	hanged	man	takes	his	name	from	a	tarot	card.The	Marseille	Tarot	deck	belonging	to
author	Sylvia	Plath	was	recently	auctioned,	seeking	an	enormous	amount	(CREW)	©	Tarot	has	been	a	muse	for	countless	writers,	artists	and	designers	in	his	T.S.	work	Eliot	wrote	about	the	"perverse	package	of	letters"	in	The	Waste	Land,	Salvador	Dal	©	created	his	own	deck,	while	Andy	Warhol	made	a	Velvet	Underground	film	with	his	letters	read.
From	fashion	Dior	modeled	models	such	as	the	characters	from	a	deck	of	tarot	cards	for	their	spring	show/	Summer	2021	(the	Christian	Dior	himself	had	his	cards	read	before	each	show).	Recently,	the	costume	designer	of	Dune's	science	fiction	film	revealed	that	tarot	cards	were	a	source	of	inspiration.	Inspiration.	it	doesn't	just	inspire	artists	and
designers	-	©	a	powerful	art	form	by	right-hand	law.	See	tarot	decks	over	the	last	600	years	and	have	an	intensive	course	in	art	history,	from	Italian	Renaissance	to	Art	Nouveau©	and	Art	Deco,	through	Pop	Art	and	digital	collage.	Tarot	symbols	have	been	adapted	and	transformed	hundreds	of	times	to	reflect	the	time	and	culture	in	which	they	are
created.	"Tarot	is	©	really	what	makes	it,	and	that©'s	why	it's©	so	amazing	way	for	artists,"	author	and	editor	Jessica	Hundley	tells	BBC	Culture.	"It	is	a	blank	canvas	with	a	few	meters,	to	the	extent	that	these	images	that	are	being	created	need	to	have	some	corresponding	meaning"	Hundley	Ã©	the	editor©	of	a	series	of	books	by	Taschen,	entitled
The	Library	of	Esoterica,	which	explore	the	visual	history	of	the	arcane.	Weight	titles	have	focused	on	Astrology	and,	in	the	most	recent	published	edition,	Witchcraft	is	but	Hundley	says	that	tarot	was	a	natural	start	to	the	©.	"Tarot	seemed	to	be	the	right	place	to	start,	because	it'©	a	totally	visual,	archeic	language,"	she	says.	"It's	a	lot	about	our
intuitive	reaction	to	these	arches©types"	The	book	Tarot:	The	Library	of	Esoterica	Is©	one	of	a	san©rie	published	by	Taschen	(CrÃ©dito:	Taschen]The	tarotÃ	book	features	more	than	500	decks,	spanning	six	son©culos	Ã¢	and	shows	how	different	artists	have	placed	their	own	organic	stamp	on	the	tarot.	The	Fort's	letter,	symbolizing	courage	in
adversity,	may	typically	feature	a	woman	with	a	lion,	but	depending	on	the	artist,	this	woman	may	be	an	Aztec	warrior,	Egyptian	queen	or	ira	in	the	2015	Black	Power	Tarot	To	Tina	Turner.	She	may	be	stroking	the	lion,	riding	on	her	back,	or	keeping	her	hand	open.	It	may	not	be	at	all	a	lion,	but	a	grizzly	bear,	or	a	©.	However,	everything	will	convey
a	sensational	inner	strength	to	overcome	obstacles.	It's	really	exciting	to	see	how	people	interpreted	it	and	then	the	completely,	but	there	is	yet	that	unifying	"unifying"	architator	Hundley!	Are	the	oldest	known	tarot	cards,	the	Visconti-Sforza	deck,	date	of	sound	©	15th	in	Italy.	Created	for	aristocrats,	the	cards	are	pieces	of	art	painted	on	hands,
intricate,	with	figures	that	would	transform	into	arsenic.	©	key	tarot	types.	The	tarot	originated	as	a	parlor	game,	and	only	in	the	©	18th	century	©	that	the	cards	became	an	instrument	of	divination.	The	most	famous	tarot	and	influential	tarot	was	created	in	1909	when	the	occultist	Arthur	Edward	Waite	commissioned	artist	Pamela	Colman	Smith	to
draw	a	deck.	If	you've	only	seen	one	tarot	deck,	yeah	©	This	is	likely	to	be	the	Rider-Waite-Smith	(often	referred	to	as	just	the	Rider-Waite)	still	today	the	most	widely	used	in	the	world.	Both	Colman	and	Waite	were	members	of	the	secret	society	of	the	Herman	Order	©	Gold	Dawn,	dedicated	to	the	study	of	the	occult	(other	members	inclu	de	Bram
Stoker	and	WB	Yeats).	Its	readjusted,	modernized	deck,	reinterpreting	images	to	create	a	deck	of	cards	to	reflect	the	reader	who	uses	it.	"Images	are	like	doors	opening	unexpectedly	windows,	or	like	a	curve	in	the	road	with	a	wide	perspective	to	hello	©	m",	wrote	Waite	in	the	follow-up	book,	The	Pictorial	Key	to	Tarot.	Pass	©	the	tarot	has	been
presented	in	several	styles	from	left	to	right:	deck	Visconti	Sforza;	Jean	Dodal	deck;	Cary	deck-Yale	(Cr	©	Said:	Alamy)Pamela	Colman	Smith	wrote	in	a	letter	that	was	"a	great	job	for	very	little	money"	but	her	vibrant	illustrations	were	instrumental	in	extending	the	tarot's	appeal.	"I	think	there's	something	in	your	intuitive	understanding	of	these
arches	©	Guys	and	in	their	skill	as	amazing	graphic	artist,"says	Hundley.	"It	was	for	the	Pratt	Institute,	and	it	was	really	versed	in	commercial	art	and	posters.	Thus,	she	understood	how	to	convey	them	in	a	way	that	seemed	very	inclusive,	and	allowed	other	people	to	understand	them	in	a	way	that	I	think	perhaps	they	did	not	understand	before.	a
huge	debt	to	what	he	created."And	yet,	the	agreement	©	s	Rider-Waite,	and	the	tarot	tarot	It	may	have	faded	in	the	dark	if	Stuart	R	Kaplan,	founder	and	president	of	US	Games	Systems	Inc.	did	not	find	him	at	a	toy	fair	in	1968.	"He	reprimited	Rider-Waite	and	distributed	him	globally,"	says	Hundley.	"If	this	had	not	happened	and	the	convenience	had
not	been	able	to	get	his	hands,	I	do	not	know	if	Tarot	would	have	survived	as	something	more	than	a	dark	game."	Today,	Tarot	is	thriving.	Although	there	are	several	specialized	tarot	editors,	self-editing	multidraphic	financing	made	it	easier	for	any	artist	with	a	vision	of	creating	their	own	deck,	leading	to	a	diversification	of	the	form	and	hundreds	of
different	interpretations.	Want	a	deck	that	reign	tarot	through	the	mass	of	the	mass?	You're	lucky.	Courtney	Alexander,	an	artist	Multimount-based	in	Indiana,	created	her	own	deck,	Dust	II	Onyx:	Melenated	Tarot,	when	she	could	not	find	any	cards	she	felt	connected.	"I	thought	to	myself,	okay,	I'm	going	to	create	the	deck	I	want	to	have,"	she	says.
"The	goal	was	to	create	not	just	a	black	deck	in	the	look,	but	I	wanted	him	to	embarrass	the	darkness	in	essence	and	spirit."	The	collage	paintings	of	the	78	mixing	of	the	media	present	cultural	myths,	symbolism,	history	and	icons	within	the	black	daily.	She	deliberately	made	her	architants	look	out	of	another	world	to	"allow	readers	to	connect	to
something	in	addition	to	its	human	existence	and	her	limitations."	The	American	artist	Courtney	Alexander	created	his	own	Taran	deck	:	Dust	II	Onyx:	The	Melenated	Tarot	(said:	Dust	II	Onyx)	The	deck	was	funded	through	Kickstarter,	lifting	$	30,000	(£	21.754)	in	just	one	month.	Alexander	sold	more	than	six	thousand	decks	to	date.	"At	a	point	at
Tarot	time	was	just	a	very	limited	range	of	artwork	and	images	that	was	very	European	in	style.	Now	it's	been	born	all	a	cultural	language	inside	you	that	people	can	connect.	Everyone	can	find	a	verse	The	For	an	artist	to,	taro	provides	both	a	distinct	challenge	and	a	unique	way	to	connect.	Artistic	and	creative	life,	creating	such	©	great	series	of
works	of	art,	"says	Alexander."	I've	had	exposures	where	people	can	see	my	work	for	a	few	seconds,	but	now	people	around	the	world	have	a	constantly	renewed	relationship	with	my	art.	That'©	very	special.	"Witchy	Vibes"	while	TarÃ's	iconography	is	©	something	that	someone©	can	make	sense	of,	other	visual	symbols	of	the	occult	are	more	difficult
to	decipher.	In	witchcraft,	especially,	secret	symbols	have	always	played	an	important	role."	The	word	hidden."	The	hidden	word.	"	means	hidden,	and	the	idea	of	its	magic	being	very	private	and	very	personal	is©	important	for	two	reasons,"	says	Pam	Grossman,	self-dried	witch,	host	of	the	witch	wave	podcast	and	co-editor	of	Taschen's	sorcery."
Certainly	because	you	don't	want	to	be	persecuted	for	practicing	magic	by	your	community,	but	secondly,	because	there's	this	popular	belief	that	the	less	you	share	your	magic,	the	more	power	you	have.	"The	Tarot	Deck	of	PÃ³	II	Ã©	composed	of	78	missecond	Collage	Paintings	(©	Creation:	PÃ³	II	Onyx)	Origin	Books	-	or	"Grimoires,"	an	amendment
of	the	French	word	from	the	mid©19th	century	Grammaire	-	especially,	were	often	illustrated	with	visual	signs	and	symbols	that	were	only	for	the	Creator."Magic,	even©	for	this	day	is	still	a	little	controversial©	and	so	you	have	a	long	history	of	books	that	may	have	been	created	just	for	the	individual	to	show	anyone©,"	grossman	says.	While	some
symbols	associated	with	the	sorcery	-	such	as	the	pentagram	-	are	universal,	others	are	more	unique.	Perhaps	the	most	personal	of	these	are	sigils,	which	Grossman	describes	as	a	mixture	of	art	and	ugliness.	"They	are	magical	symbols	that	are	accused	of	some	sort	of	intention	to	change	or	manifest	something	in	someone's	life©	she	says.	Although
the	sigils	existed	for	©,	it	was	the	influential	British	occultist	and	the	artist	Austin	Osman,	who	pioneered	a©	whole	of	creating	sigils	It	is	commonly	used	today.	This	involves	writing	an	intention,	intention,	The	letters	and	organizing	the	remaining	letters	in	an	image.	"He	created	this	method	of	taking	text	and	designing	the	text	in	this	beautiful	glyph
or	symbol	that	he	would	then	infiltrate	through	many	magic	techniques	to	try	to	make	things	happen,"	says	Grossman.	"Since	then,	we	have	seen	many	other	artists	inspire	with	him	and	infused	their	works	of	art	with	sigils."	Even	before	spare,	the	artists	have	been	fascinated	with	esotthic	symbolism.	Hilma	AF	Klint,	a	pioneer	of	abstract	and
dedicated	spiritualist	art,	used	many	forms	and	enigmetic	symbols	in	her	work.	British	Surrealist	Mexican	Leonora	Carrington-Who	also	created	your	convenient	Tarot	Proper,	scratched	or	painted	magical	badges	or	secret	symbols	in	her	art.	Contemporary	artist	Elijah	Burgher	uses	the	spare	parts	to	incorporate	sigils	into	his	work.	"Many	of	the
conferences	he	incorporates	is	about	queenness,	identity	and	sexuality,"	says	Grossman.	"[Sigils]	Have	this	beautiful	design	element	for	them	and	people	can	get	very	specific	about	the	colors	that	are	using	and	shapes.	There	are	some	symbols	that	are	universal,	but	the	sigils	are	incredibly	individual"	.	Mixing,	symbols	known	as	the	sigils	were
presented	in	Books	of	Spells	by	Séquios	(Créda:	Getty	Images)	With	these	estate	elements,	it	is	no	longer	admiring	that	modern	spelling	has	found	a	House	on	social	media.	At	Tiktok,	the	hashtag	#Witchtok	has	20	billions	of	visualization,	and	includes	taran	readings,	spells	and	lessons	on	how	to	create	their	own	sigils.	In	Instagram,
#witchesofinstagram	has	almost	8	million	posts,	and	#witchyvibes	close	to	3	million	years.	In	Taran	and	the	witchcraft	has	increased	in	the	last	few	years.	"I	think	whenever	we	are	in	times	we	feel	that	we	have	no	control	or	we	feel	impotent,	we	gravitate	for	tools	and	systems	that	can	help	us	feel	as	if	we	have	agency,"	says	Grossman.	"We	can	not	be
to	control	the	pandemic	or	climatic	changes,	but	each	has	power	in	himself	and	we	have	the	ability	to	make	changes	in	our	lives,	and	to	connect	to	something	greater	than	us"	For	a	generation	of	social	communication	that	has	everything	to	do	with	self-branding,	symbols	and	secret	signs	have	a	natural	appeal	-	even	if	not	everyone	who	uses	them
understands	their	true	meaning.	"Look,	witchcraft,	let's	be	honest,	it's	©	popular	not	just	because	it's©	really	meaningful	and	effective	for	people,	but©	also	because	it's	©	aesthetically	quite	beautiful,"	grossman	says.	"So	there	are	certainly	people	who	use	these	symbols	with	a	lot	of	knowledge	and	intent,	and	then	there	are	other	people	who	wear	it
on	a	T-shirt	because	they	think	it	looks	cool."	The	solar	card	represents	abundance,	optimism	and	appreciation	(©:	The	Library	of	Esoterica/	Taschen)Understanding	the	cultural	context©	and	giving	appreciation	and	appreciation	©	important,	says	Hundley.	"But	I	think	if	we	relate	to	an	image	and	like	it,	sometimes	we	don't	have	to	know	why.	There
is	a	magic	only	in	the	appreciation	of	©	stupendeure.	There's	a	reason	why	we	connect	and	maybe	we	don't	always	have	to	go	to	the	bottom	and	understand	what	it	means,	"As	for	emoji	sorceress	and	online	acronym	generators,	find	new	ways	to	be	creative	©,	according	to	Grossman.	"The	fact	that	people	use	technology	as	part	of	their	art	of
ugliness,	I	think	it	actually	helps	keep	magic	alive	and	relevant,	and	you	know	that	this	is	©	its	beauty,	which	fits	your	age"	Witchcraft:	The	Library	of	Esoterica	Ã©	published	by	Taschen.	If	you	would	like	to	comment	on	this	story	or	anything	else	you've	seen	on	BBC	Culture,	go	to	our	Facebook	page	or	send	us	a	message	on	Twitter.	And	if	you	liked
this	story,	sign	up	for	the	weekly	newsletter	of	the	bbc.com,	called	The	Essential	List.	A	hand-picked	team	of	STORIES	from	BBC	Future,	Culture,	Worklife	and	Travel	delivered	to	your	mailbox	every	Friday.	Friday.
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